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Numbers 30:1 —36:13

Jeremiah 1:1 -2:3; Jeremiah 2:4 -28, 3:4, 4:1-2
Acts 9:1-22

James 4:1-10

Moses conveys the laws governing the annulment of
vows to the heads of the tribes of Israel.

War is waged against Midian for their role in plotting
the moral destruction of Israel, and the Torah gives a
detailed account of the war spoils and how they were
allocated amongst the people, the warriors,

the Levites and the high priest.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad (later joined by half of
the tribe of Manasseh) ask for the lands_east of the : i .
Jordan as their portion in the Promised Land, these e (o) Sarah Krarz
being prime pastureland for their cattle. Moses is initially angered by the

request, but subsequently agrees on the condition that they first join, and lead,

in Israel’'s conquest of the lands west of the Jordan.

The forty-two_journeys and encampments of Israel are listed, from
the Exodus to their encampment on the plains of Moab across the river from
the land of Canaan.

Also in Massei: The boundaries of the Promised Land are given, and cities of
refuge are designated as havens and places of exile for inadvertent
murderers. The daughters of Tzelafchad marry within their own tribe

of Manasseh, so that the estate which they inherit from their father should not
pass to the province of another tribe.

Have you ever promised to do something and not kept your promise? In this
weeks' Parshah, the Torah tells us to be very careful about making promises
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so that we don’t accidentally break them. Instead of making a promise, one
should say “l hope lcan ...’

Last week, we read how Pinchas killed Zimri and the Midianite woman when
they tried to marry against God’s will. God now commands the Hebrew people
to wage war against the Midianites for trying to convince the Jews to act
immorally and worship idols. Moshe chooses 1,000 men from each of the
twelve tribes to serve as soldiers and appoints Pinchas as one of the leaders of
the army. When the Midianites see the Hebrew army coming to fight them,
they laugh and say, “The Hebrew army is so small, we will win over them for
sure!” However, with God'’s help, the Hebrew army is victorious over the
Midianites without losing even one soldier.

After the war is over, two

tribes, Reuven and Gad,

approach Moshe to make a request.
They ask him if they can settle with their
families on the east side of the Jordan
River instead of crossing the river and
entering the Land of Israel.

“Why didn’t they want to join the rest of
the Hebrew People and enter into land
of Israel?” you might wonder. Well,
these two tribes owned a lot of cattle.
They noticed that the land on the east of
the Jordan was very fertile, with rich,
green grass for their cattle to graze. Also, they knew that Moshe would not be
buried in the Land of Israel and so they wanted to remain near Moshe’s burial
place.

At first, Moshe is very angry by their request. “Will you stay here, safe and
protected, while your brothers go to war to conquer the Land of Israel?” he
asks them. When the tribes clarify their request stating that they will gladly join
their brothers in battle, Moshe agrees to let them settle there. When Moshe
agrees, half of the tribe of Menashe joins the tribes of Reuven and Gad in
settling the land east of the Jordan River.

The Parshah of Massei begins by listing all of the 42 stops that the Hebrews
made on their travels through the desert. After that long list, we read what the
borders of Israel are according to the Torah.

The Torah portion discusses a very interesting mitzvah for the people living in
the Land of Israel (we do not fulfill this mitzvah nowadays). They are
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commanded to build six “cities of refuge” throughout the Land of Israel. The
cities served as a safe place for anyone who accidentally killed someone else.
For example if “Benny” was chopping down a tree and it fell on someone and
killed him, he would run to one of the cities of refuge. Once there, none of the
relatives of the man who was killed were allowed to harm “Benny” in any way.
There, he would be safe.

This is the last portion in the fourth book of the Torah. Next week we begin the
fifth and last book, Devarim.

General Overview: This week's Torah reading, Matot, begins with the laws of
oaths. The Israelites wage battle against Midian and the spoils are divided and
tithed. The tribes of Reuben and Gad request and receive territory outside the
mainland of Israel.

In this week's reading, Massei, Moses reviews the forty years

of Israelite journeys through the desert. The Torah discusses the boundaries
of Israel, its division amongst the tribes, the cities which the Levites would
receive, and the cities of refuge. Zelophehad's daughters are restricted to
marrying within their own tribe.

First Aliyah Sunday 7/28/24. (Numbers 30:2- 31:12): This section discusses
the laws of verbal vows. A person who obligates him or herself with a vow is
required to fulfill the vow. Under certain circumstances, a husband or father
can annul vows made by his wife and daughter.

The Israelites are commanded to exact revenge from the Midianites for their
part in seducing Israelite men to sin (described in the end of the Torah reading
of Balak, Numbers 25). A 12,000-strong army of Israelites, led by Phinehas,
waged battle against Midian. All adult Midianite males were killed, along

with Balaam and Midian's five kings. The women, children, and battle spoils
are brought back to the Israelite encampment.

Second Aliyah Monday 7/29/24. (Numbers 31:13- 54): Moses is enraged
that the Midianite females were spared. "They were the primary culprits; the
ones who seduced the Israelites and brought about the plague which killed so
many!" Moses exclaimed. All the males and all women who possibly could
have been involved in the campaign of seduction were killed. The soldiers are
then instructed how to purify themselves from the ritual impurity they
contracted from contact with corpses in the course of battle. They are also told
how to kosher the food utensils which were among the spoils.
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The spoils of the war were evenly divided between the soldiers and the greater
community. From the portion of the spoils given to the soldiers, a tithe of 1/500
was given to Elazar the High Priest.

Third Aliyah Tuesday 7/30/24. (Numbers 32:1- 19): From the other portion
of the spoils, the half divided amongst the rest of the Israelites, 1/50 was given
to the Levites. The army officers count the soldiers who returned from battle,
and determine that not a single man was lost in the war. To show gratitude

to God for this miracle, the officers donate to the Tabernacle all the gold
jewelry which they personally plundered from the Midianites.

The tribes of Reuben and Gad owned lots of cattle. Seeing that the eastern
bank of the Jordan — the lands of Sichon and Og which they had just
conquered — had abundant pasture, they asked Moses if they could remain
and settle on the eastern bank. Moses angrily responds that they are following
in the footsteps of the spies who were fearful of the Canaanites, did not want to
enter the land of Israel, and discouraged the entire nation from doing so. The
Reubenites and Gaddites respond that they will leave their cattle and families
behind in fortified cities, and all their men will proceed into Israel with their
brethren and lead them in the conquest of the land. Only after all the land has
been conquered and settled would they return to the other side of the Jordan.

Fourth Aliyah Wednesday 7/31/24. (Numbers 32:20- 33:49): Moses accepts
the offer of the Reubenites and Gaddites, and

informs Joshua and Elazar the High Priest of the agreement. These two tribes,
along with half of the tribe of Manasseh settle on the eastern bank of the
Jordan, and conquer many of the areas wherein they encountered opposition.

The Torah recounts the journeys of the Hebrews in the desert. In the
first aliyah the Torah lists the first seven of the 42 journeys which took them
from Egypt to the banks of the Jordan.

Fifth Aliyah Thursday 8/1/24. (Numbers 33:50- 34:15): The rest of the
journeys are enumerated.

God instructs the Hebrew people to eradicate all Canaan's inhabitants and
destroy their idols after crossing the Jordan River. The borders of the land of
Israel are delineated. The land was to be divided by lottery amongst the nine
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and a half tribes (Reuben, Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh were going to
settle on the eastern bank of the Jordan).

Sixth Aliyah Friday 8/2/24. (Numbers 34:16- 35:8): God appoints a
representative from each tribe to divide his tribe's portion of land between the
tribal members.

The Hebrews are commanded to provide the Levites with 48 cities where they
would dwell — 42 cities plus the six cities of refuge which would be designated.
Along with these cities, the Levites were given expanses surrounding the cities
for their cattle.

Seventh Aliyah Saturday 8/3/24. (Numbers 35:9 — 36:13): In last week's
reading, God instructed Moses to give the daughters of the

deceased Zelophehad his portion in the land of Israel. The elders of
Zelophehad's tribe now protested that this would cause Zelophehad's sons —
who could possibly be of another tribe — to inherit their mother's properties,
thus possibly transferring land from the portion of their tribe to another. God
therefore instructs Zelophehad's daughters to marry men from their own tribe,
so the land they inherit will remain in their ancestral tribe.
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Matot (Tribus)
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Numeros 30:1 —36:13

Jeremias 1:1 -2:3; Jeremias 2:4 -28, 3:4, 4:1-2
Hechos 9:1-22

Santiago 4:1-10

Moisés transmite las leyes que gobiernan la
anulacioén de votos a los jefes de las tribus de Israel.

Se libra una querra contra Madian por su papel en la
conspiracion de la destruccion moral de Israel, y la
Tora da un relato detallado del botin de guerra'y
como fueron distribuidos entre la gente, los
querreros, los levitas y el sumo sacerdote.

Las tribus de Rubén y Gad (a las que mas tarde se
unié la mitad de la tribu de Manasés) piden las tierras .
al este del Jordan como su porcion en la Tierra e (c) Sarah Kranz
Prometida, ya que son los mejores pastizales para su ganado. Moisés
inicialmente esta enojado por la solicitud, pero posteriormente acepta con la
condicién de que primero se unan y lideren en la conquista de Israel de las

tierras al oeste del Jordan.

Se enumeran los cuarenta y dos viajes y campamentos de Israel, desde el
Exodo hasta su campamento en las llanuras de Moab, al otro lado del rio
desde la tierra de Canaan.

También en Massei: Se dan los limites de la Tierra Prometida, y las
ciudades de refugio se designan como refugios y lugares de exilio para
asesinos involuntarios. Las hijas de Tzelafchad se casan dentro de su
propia tribu de Manasés, de modo que la propiedad que heredan de su padre
no pasa a la provincia de otra tribu.

¢Alguna vez ha prometido hacer algo y no ha cumplido su promesa? En la
parasha de esta semana, la Tora nos dice que tengamos mucho cuidado al
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hacer promesas para no romperlas accidentalmente. En lugar de hacer una
promesa, uno deberia decir “Espero poder. . . "

La semana pasada, leimos como Pinjas mato a Zimri y a la mujer madianita
cuando intentaron casarse contra la voluntad de Di-s. Dios ahora ordena al
pueblo judio que haga la guerra contra los madianitas por tratar de convencer
a los Israelitas de que actuen de manera inmoral y adoren idolos. Moshe elige
a 1,000 hombres de cada una de las doce tribus para servir como soldados y
nombra a Pinjas como uno de los lideres del ejército. Cuando los madianitas
ven que el ejército judio viene a luchar contra ellos, se rien y dicen: "jEl
ejército judio es tan pequefio que seguro que los venceremos!" Sin embargo,
con la ayuda de Di-s, el gjército judio vence a los madianitas sin perder ni un
solo soldado.

Una vez terminada la guerra, dos tribus,
Reuven y Gad, se acercan a Moshe para
hacer una solicitud. Le preguntan si pueden
establecerse con sus familias en el lado este
del rio Jordan en lugar de cruzar el rio y
entrar a la Tierra de Israel.

"¢ Por qué no querian unirse al resto del
pueblo judio y entrar en la tierra de Israel?"
te preguntaras. Bueno, estas dos tribus
tenian mucho ganado. Se dieron cuenta de
que la tierra al este del Jordan era muy fértil,
con una rica hierba verde para que el ganado pastara. Ademas, sabian que
Moshe no seria enterrado en la Tierra de Israel y por eso querian permanecer
cerca del lugar de enterramiento de Moshe.

Al principio, Moshe esta muy enojado por su solicitud. " Te quedaras aqui, a
salvo y protegido, mientras tus hermanos van a la guerra para conquistar la
Tierra de Israel?" les pregunta. Cuando las tribus aclaran su solicitud y afirman
que con gusto se uniran a sus hermanos en la batalla, Moshe acepta que se
establezcan alli. Cuando Moshé esta de acuerdo, la mitad de la tribu de
Menashe se une a las tribus de Reuven y Gad para establecer la tierra al este
del rio Jordan.
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La parasha de Massei comienza enumerando las 42 paradas que hicieron los
Israelitas en sus viajes por el desierto. Después de esa larga lista, leemos
cuales son las fronteras de Israel segun la Tora.

La porcion de la Tora habla de una mitzva muy interesante para las personas
que viven en la Tierra de Israel (no cumplimos esta mitzva hoy en dia). Se les
ordena construir seis "ciudades de refugio" en toda la Tierra de Israel. Las
ciudades servian como un lugar seguro para cualquiera que matara
accidentalmente a otra persona. Por ejemplo, si “Benny” estaba cortando un
arbol y caia sobre alguien y lo mataba, corria a una de las ciudades de refugio.
Una vez alli, a ninguno de los familiares del hombre asesinado se le permitio
hacer dafo a “Benny” de ninguna manera. Alli estaria a salvo.

Esta es la ultima porcion del cuarto libro de la Tora. La semana que viene
comenzamos el quinto y ultimo libro, Devarim.

Descripcion General: La lectura de la Tora de esta semana, Matot, comienza
con las leyes de los juramentos. Los israelitas libran batalla contra Madian y el
botin se divide y se diezma. Las tribus de Rubén y Gad solicitan y reciben
territorio fuera del territorio continental de Israel.

En la lectura de esta semana, Massei, Moisés repasa los cuarenta afios de
viajes israelitas por el desierto. La Tora analiza los limites de Israel, su division
entre las tribus, las ciudades que recibirian los levitas y las ciudades de
refugio. Las hijas de Zelophehad estan restringidas a casarse dentro de su
propia tribu.

Primera Aliyah Domingo 7/28/24. (Numbers 30:2- 31:12): Esta seccién
analiza las leyes de los votos verbales. Una persona que se obliga a si misma con
un voto esta obligada a cumplir el voto. En determinadas circunstancias, un esposo
0 un padre pueden anular los votos hechos por su esposa e hija.

A los israelitas se les ordena vengarse de los madianitas por su participacién en
seducir a los hombres Israelitas al pecado (descrito al final de la lectura de la Tora
de Balac, Numeros 25). Un ejército de israelitas de 12.000 hombres, liderado por
Finees, libré batalla contra Madian. Todos los varones madianitas adultos fueron
asesinados, junto con Balaam y los cinco reyes de Madian. Las mujeres, los nifios y
el botin de batalla se devuelven al campamento israelita.
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Segunda Aliyah Lunes 7/29/24. (Numbers 31:13- 54Moisés se enfurece
porque las mujeres madianitas se salvaron. "jEllos fueron los principales
culpables, los que sedujeron a los israelitas y provocaron la plaga que maté a
tantos!" Moisés exclamd. Todos los hombres y todas las mujeres que
posiblemente podrian haber estado involucrados en la campafa de seduccion
fueron asesinados. A continuacion, se instruye a los soldados sobre como
purificarse de la impureza ritual que contrajeron al entrar en contacto con los
cadaveres en el curso de la batalla. También se les dice como hacer kosher
los utensilios de comida que estaban entre el botin.

El botin de la guerra se dividié equitativamente entre los soldados y la
comunidad en general. De la parte del botin entregada a los soldados, se le
dio un diezmo de 1/500 a Elazar el Sumo Sacerdote.

Tercera Aliyah Martes 7/30/24. (Numbers 32:1- 19): De la otra porcion del
botin, la mitad dividida entre el resto de los israelitas, 1/50 fue entregada a los
levitas. Los oficiales del ejército cuentan a los soldados que regresaron de la
batalla y determinan que ni un solo hombre se perdié en la guerra. Para
mostrar gratitud a Dios por este milagro, los oficiales donan al Tabernaculo
todas las joyas de oro que ellos personalmente saquearon de los madianitas.

Las tribus de Rubén y Gad tenian mucho ganado. Al ver que la orilla oriental
del Jordan, las tierras de Sichon y Og que acababan de conquistar, tenian
abundantes pastos, le preguntaron a Moisés si podian quedarse y
establecerse en la orilla oriental. Moisés responde con enojo que estan
siguiendo los pasos de los espias que temian a los cananeos, no querian
entrar en la tierra de Israel y desanimaron a toda la nacion para que no lo
hiciera. Los rubenitas y gaditas responden que dejaran su ganado y sus
familias en ciudades fortificadas, y todos sus hombres entraran en Israel con
sus hermanos y los conduciran en la conquista de la tierra. Solo después de
gue toda la tierra haya sido conquistada y colonizada, regresarian al otro lado
del Jordan.
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Cuarta Aliyah Miércoles 7/31/24. (Numbers 32:20- 33:49): Moisés acepta la
oferta de los rubenitas y gaditas e informa a Josué y Elazar el sumo sacerdote
del acuerdo. Estas dos tribus, junto con la mitad de la tribu de Manasés, se
establecen en la orilla oriental del Jordan y conquistan muchas de las areas en
las que encontraron oposicion.

La Tora relata los viajes de los Israelitas por el desierto. En la primera alia, la
Tora enumera los primeros siete de los 42 viajes que los llevaron desde Egipto
hasta las orillas del Jordan.

Quinta Aliyah Jueves 8/1/24. (Numbers 33:50- 34:15): Se enumeran el
resto de los viajes.

Dios instruye al pueblo judio a erradicar a todos los habitantes de Canaany
destruir sus idolos después de cruzar el rio Jordan. Las fronteras de la tierra
de Israel estan delineadas. La tierra iba a ser dividida por sorteo entre las
nueve tribus y media (Rubén, Gad y la mitad de la tribu de Manasés iban a
establecerse en la orilla oriental del Jordan).

Sexta Aliyah Viernes 8/2/24. (Numbers 34:16- 35:8): SDios nombra a un
representante de cada tribu para dividir la porcidn de tierra de su tribu entre los
miembros de la tribu.

Se ordena a los Israelitas que proporcionen a los levitas 48 ciudades donde
habitarian, 42 ciudades mas las seis ciudades de refugio que serian
designadas. Junto con estas ciudades, los levitas recibieron extensiones
alrededor de las ciudades para su ganado.

Séptima Aliyah Sabado 8/3/24. (Numeros 35:9 — 36:13): En la lectura de la
semana pasada, Dios instruyé a Moisés que diera a las hijas del difunto
Zelofehad su porcién en la tierra de Israel. Los ancianos de la tribu de
Zelophehad ahora protestaron que esto haria que los hijos de Zelophehad -
que posiblemente podrian ser de otra tribu - heredaran las propiedades de su
madre, posiblemente transfiriendo asi la tierra de la porcion de su tribu a otra.

Por lo tanto, Dios instruye a las hijas de Zelofehad que se casen con hombres
de su propia tribu, para que la tierra que hereden permanezca en su tribu
ancestral.
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BiblePathwgy

TORAH QUIZ

Malot

Read Numbers 30:2-32:42. Match the question
with the answer on the right.

Questions Answers
___Ifaman vows a vow to Yah, or swearsan ___ to bind 61,000 donkeys
It does not have to be kept
himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. In the cities of Gilead
Leaders of the tribes of Israel

1.
2.
3.
___What happens to a woman’s vow if her father disagrees 4.
5.16,750 shekels
6.
7.
8.

while she is young? Phinehas
Seven days
___What was the law regarding a married woman who Sl i v (7 e
. : R
made a vow and her husband said nothing? eva
9. Oath
___Who did Moses tell the law about vows? 10. Her vow had to be kept

___Who were the five kings of Midian

___Who led the battle against the Midianites?

____How many days did the Israelites stay outside the camp after fighting Midian?
___What was the weight of all the gold taken from the Midianites?

___How many donkeys did the Israelites take from the Midianites?

___ Where did the people of Reuben and Gad settle?

For more free Bible resources and Teacher Packs including coloring pages,
worksheets, quizzes and more visit our website at:
www.biblepathwayadventures.com
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TORAH QUIZ

MASEI

Questions

___Who led the Israelites out of Egypt?

___On which day did the Israelites set out for the
Promised Land?

___ What did the Israelites find at Elim?

___How old was Aaron when he died?

___What warning did Yah give the Israelites if they did
not drive out the inhabitants of the land of Canaan?
___Who was the chief of the tribe of Simeon?
____How many cities were the Levites given?
___What is the punishment for murder?

___Where were the cities of refuge located?

___Who were the five daughters of Zelophehad?

Read Numbers 33:1-36:13. Match the question
with the answer on the right.

Answers

1. Shemuel the son of
Ammihud

2. Fifteenth day of the first
month

3. Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Noah

4. Aaron was 123 years’ old

5. Forty-eight cities

6. Moses and Aaron

7."These people will be as
barbs your eyes and thorns in
your sides, and they shall
trouble you in the land where
you dwell.”

8. A murderer was put to death
9. Three cities beyond the
Jordan and three cities in the
land of Canaan

10. Twelve springs and seventy
palm trees

For more free Bible resources and Teacher Packs including coloring pages,
worksheets, quizzes and more visit our website at:

www.biblepathwayadventures.com
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