@') Shoftim
b TORA Judges. ..... 9/7/24

UN ESTIL'¥ DE VIDA.

Deuteronomy 16:18 —21:9
Isaiah 51:12 — 52:12
Matthew 3:1 - 17

Moses instructs the people of Israel to ~a =
appoint judges and law enforcement officers in every & S
city. “Justice, justice shall you pursue,” he
commands them, and you must administer it without
corruption or favoritism. Crimes must be
meticulously investigated and evidence thoroughly
examined—a minimum of two credible witnesses is
required for conviction and punishment.

In every generation, says Moses, there will be those
entrusted with the task of_interpreting and

applying the laws of the Torah. “According to the law
that they will teach you, and the judgment they will
instruct you, you shall do; you shall not turn away from
the thing that they say to you, to the right nor to the left.”

R (c) 2000 Sarah Kranz

Shoftim also includes the prohibitions against idolatry and sorcery; laws governing
the appointment and behavior of a king; and guidelines for the creation of “cities of
refuge” for the inadvertent murderer. Also set forth are many of the rules of war:
the exemption from battle for one who has just built a_home, planted a

vineyard, married, or is “afraid and soft-hearted”; the requirement to offer terms of
peace before attacking a city; and the prohibition against wanton destruction of
something of value, exemplified by the law that forbids to cut down a fruit tree when
laying siege (in this context the Torah makes the famous statement, ‘For man is a
tree of the field”).

The Parshah concludes with the law of the eglah arufah—the special procedure to
be followed when a person is killed by an unknown murderer and his body is found in
a field—which underscores the responsibility of the community and its leaders not
only for what they do, but also for what they might have prevented from being done.

Justice

The name of this week’s Parshah, Shoftim, means “judges,” and the Parshah begins
with Moses commanding the people of Israel to appoint judges to decide the law.
This is a part of making sure that we live in a just society where laws are fair and are
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applied properly. If someone is accused of committing a crime, it must be
investigated properly, and no one can be judged guilty unless there are at least least
two witnesses who actually saw him do the crime. And a judge is never allowed to
take bribes, because even if he thinks that he'll just take the money and then decide
the case fairly, the Torah says that this is impossible; people’s minds are always
influenced by money.

Laws for Kings

When the Jews come to the Land of
Israel and appoint a king, there are
certain rules he will have to keep. He
can’t have too many horses or too many
wives. He must also have

two Torah scrolls. One is to be carried
around with him, to remind him that even
though he is king he must be humble,
follow the Torah and remember

that God is above him.

Cities of Refuge

If somebody accidentally kills somebody
else—for example, if two people are
chopping wood together, and the top of
one person’s axe flies off the handle and
kills the other—then a relative of the
victim may be so angry that he wants to
go after the killer, even though it was an
accident. So the Torah commands the
Jews to set up special cities in Israel,
called “cities of refuge,” where the person
who killed accidentally can run and be
safe from the victim’s family. Once a
person is in the city of refuge, the family
of the person he killed cannot hurt him.
But he has to stay there for a long time, until the kohen gadol (high priest) passes
away.

Rules of War

Before the Jews go to war against their enemies, a kohen will come and tell them
that there is no reason to fear, for God is with them and will fight for them. So
everybody should go bravely to war. Everybody except the following: Someone who
just built a house, planted a vineyard or has gotten married. Another person
exempted from battle is someone who is afraid. Because if he is afraid, that shows
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that he does not trust in God, or that he knows that he sinned and is not worthy of
God'’s protection, and in that case he should not go to war with the rest of the Jews.

When the people of Israel come to fight with an enemy, they should first offer peace.

When they take over a country, they are
not allowed to chop down or destroy
trees that give fruit.

The Laws of “Eglah Arufah”:

If a person is found dead outside a city,
the city that is closest has to take
responsibility for the death and perform a
special procedure with a calf. This
teaches us that it is our responsibility to
make sure that whenever somebody
leaves our city they have enough food
and protection for the way, so that they
arrive home safe and sound.

General Overview: This week’s reading, Shoftim, addresses fundamental issues
pertaining to the leadership of the Jewish people. It begins with a discussion
regarding judges, and later gives rules pertaining to kings, prophets

and kohanim (priests). Many commandments are introduced in this week’s reading,
including: appointing judges, the obligation to follow rabbinic law and the words of the
prophets, the obligations of a king, the punishment for perjury, the laws of war, and
the procedure for dealing with unsolved murders.

First Aliyvah Sunday 9/1/24. (Deuteronomy 16:18 - 17:13): We are
commanded to appoint judges in every city of Israel. These judges are instructed to
adjudicate fairly. Capital punishment is prescribed for idolatry, and various idolatrous
practices are banned. The sacrifices we offer to God must be free of blemishes. We
must follow the rulings of the Sanhedrin (the rabbinic supreme court) and of the Oral
Law. Refusal to accept the Sanhedrin’s authority is a capital offense.

Second Aliyah Monday 9/2/24. (Deuteronomy 17:14- 20): Moses instructs
the Israelites to coronate a king after they enter Israel. A Jewish king may not amass
an excessive amount of horses, wives or personal wealth. The king writes for himself
two Torah scrolls. One of them remains with him at all times—a constant reminder to
remain humble and follow God'’s law.

Third Aliyah Tuesday 9/3/24. (Deuteronomy 18:1 — 5): The kohanim

ASAMBLEA PROFETICA BEREA ASHEVILLE, NC 3



were chosen by God to be His holy servants. They do not receive an inheritance
(portion) in the Land of Israel, because “God is their inheritance.” Instead,

the kohanim are the beneficiaries of various priestly gifts, including select portions of
meat from animals slaughtered for private use (not as sacrifices), as well as tithes
from crops and wool.

Fourth Aliyah Wednesday 9/4/24. (Deuteronomy 18:6 - 13): Although the
priestly families were divided into many shifts, each serving in the Temple in their
designated turn, a kohen always retains the right to come to the Temple and
personally offer his own sacrifices. This section then continues with prohibitions
against divination, fortunetelling and similar occult practices. Instead of probing into
the future, we are commanded to put our faith and trust in God.

Fifth Alivah Thursday 9/5/24. (Deuteronomy 18:14 — 19:13): We also have
no need for these abovementioned abominable practices, because we are blessed
with prophets who transmit God’s messages to His people. We are commanded to
obey these prophets. This section prescribes the punishments for noncompliance
with prophets’ words, as well as for an individual who falsely claims to speak in God’s
name. This aliyah then reiterates the command to establish cities of refuge for the
inadvertent murderer. Moses commands the Jews to designate six such cities and,
when God expands the borders of the land (with the coming of Moshiach), to add
another three cities of refuge.

Sixth Aliyah Friday 9/6/24. (Deuteronomy 19:14 — 20:9): A minimum of two
witnesses are required to secure a conviction in a case involving capital or corporal
punishment. Individuals who testify falsely are liable to receive the punishment that
they sought to have imposed upon their innocent victim. The procedure for battle is
outlined in this section. When approaching the battlefield, a kohen addresses the
troops, admonishing them not to fear the enemy, and listing the various individuals
who are exempt from military duty, such as one who has recently betrothed a woman
or built a new home, or a fainthearted and fearful person.

Seventh Aliyah Saturday 9/7/24. (Deuteronomy 20:10 — 21:9): Before
waging battle against an enemy in battle, we are commanded to make a peaceful
overture. Only if the enemy does not accept the offer does battle ensue. In the
battles against the Canaanite nations, if the enemy does not agree to the peace
offer, the Israelites are commanded to completely annihilate them. We are forbidden
to cut down fruit-bearing trees while laying siege on a city. The reading closes with
the procedure to be followed in the event of an unsolved murder.
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Q:) Shoftim
Jueces....... 8/19/23

ASAMBLEAPROFETICA ’

Deuteronomio 16:18 —21:9
Isaias 51:12 —52:12
Mateo 3:1 - 17

Moisés instruye al pueblo de Israel a nombrar jueces y : =
agentes deI orden en cada ciudad. “Justicia, perseguiras y Ot
la justicia”, les ordena, y debes administrarla sin
corrupcion n| favoritismos. Los crimenes deben
investigarse meticulosamente y las pruebas deben
examinarse minuciosamente; se requiere un minimo de
dos testigos creibles para la condena y el castigo.

En cada generacion, dice Moisés, habra quienes tengan la
tarea de interpretar y aplicar las leyes de la Tora. “De
acuerdo con la ley que te ensefiaran, y el juicio que te
instruiran, lo haras; no te apartaras de lo que te digan, ni a
la derecha ni a la izquierda ”.

(<) 2000 Sarsh Kranz

Shoftim también incluye las prohibiciones contra la idolatria y la_hechiceria; leyes
gue gobiernan el nombramiento y comportamiento de un rey; y lineamientos para la
creacion de “ciudades de refugio” para el asesino involuntario. También se
establecen muchas de las reglas de la guerra: la exencion de la batalla para alguien
que acaba de construir una casa, plantar un vifiedo, casarse o es "temeroso y
blando de corazén"; el requisito de ofrecer condiciones de paz antes de atacar una
ciudad; y la prohibicién contra la destruccién desenfrenada de algo de valor,
ejemplificada por la ley que prohibe cortar un_arbol frutal al sitiar (en este contexto,
la Tora hace la famosa declaracion, "Porgue el hombre es un arbol del campo").

La parasha concluye con la ley de eglah arufah, el procedimiento especial que se
debe seguir cuando una persona es asesinada por un asesino desconocido y su
cuerpo se encuentra en un campo, lo que subraya la responsabilidad de la
comunidad y sus lideres no solo por lo que ellos hacer, sino también por lo que
podrian haber evitado que se hiciera.

Justicia

El nombre de la parasha de esta semana, Shoftim, significa "jueces", y la parasha
comienza con Moisés ordenando al pueblo de Israel que nombre jueces para decidir
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la ley. Esto es parte de asegurarnos de que vivamos en una sociedad justa donde
las leyes sean justas y se apliquen correctamente. Si alguien es acusado de cometer
un delito, debe investigarse adecuadamente y nadie puede ser declarado culpable a
menos que haya al menos dos testigos que lo vieron cometer el delito. Y a un juez
nunca se le permite aceptar sobornos, porque incluso si piensa que simplemente
aceptara el dinero y luego decidira el caso de manera justa, la Tora dice que esto es
imposible; las mentes de las personas siempre estan influenciadas por el dinero.

Leyes para reyes

Cuando los Israelitas lleguen a la Tierra
de Israel y nombren un rey, habra
ciertas reglas que tendra que cumplir.
No puede tener demasiados caballos ni
demasiadas esposas. También debe
tener dos rollos de Tora. Uno debe ser
llevado consigo, para recordarle que,
aunque es rey, debe ser humilde,
seguir la Tora y recordar que Dios esta
por encima de él.

Ciudades de refugio

Si alguien mata accidentalmente a otra
persona, por ejemplo, si dos personas
estan cortando lefia juntas y la parte
superior del hacha de una persona se
sale del mango y mata a la otra,
entonces un familiar de la victima
puede estar tan enojado que quiere
perseguirlo. el asesino, a pesar de que
fue un accidente. Entonces, la Tora
ordena a los judios que establezcan
ciudades especiales en Israel, lamadas "ciudades de refugio”, donde la persona que
mato accidentalmente puede correr y estar a salvo de la familia de la victima. Una
vez que una persona esta en la ciudad de refugio, la familia de la persona que maté
no puede hacerle dano. Pero tiene que permanecer alli durante mucho tiempo, hasta
que fallezca el kohen gadol (sumo sacerdote).

Reglas de guerra
Antes de que los judios vayan a la guerra contra sus enemigos, un kohen vendra y

les dira que no hay razén para temer, porque Dios esta con ellos y luchara por ellos.
Asi que todo el mundo deberia ir valientemente a la guerra. Todos excepto los
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siguientes: Alguien que acaba de construir una casa, planté un vifiedo o se ha
casado. Otra persona exenta de batalla es alguien que tiene miedo. Porque si tiene
miedo, eso demuestra que no confia en Dios, o que sabe que pecd y que no es
digno de la protecciéon de Dios, y en ese caso no deberia ir a la guerra con el resto
de la gente. Judios.

Cuando el pueblo de Israel viene a pelear con un enemigo, primero debe ofrecer
paz.

Cuando se apoderan de un pais, no se les
permite talar o destruir arboles que dan fruto.

Las leyes de "Eglah Arufah:

Si una persona es encontrada muerta fuera de
una ciudad, la ciudad mas cercana debe
responsabilizarse de la muerte y realizar un
procedimiento especial con un becerro. Esto nos
ensefa que es nuestra responsabilidad
asegurarnos de que cada vez que alguien salga
de nuestra ciudad tenga suficiente comida y
proteccion para el camino, para que lleguen sanos y salvos a casa.

Descripcidon General: La lectura de esta semana, Shoftim, aborda cuestiones
fundamentales relacionadas con el liderazgo del pueblo judio. Comienza con una
discusion sobre los jueces y luego da reglas relativas a reyes, profetas y kohanim
(sacerdotes). Muchos mandamientos se introducen en la lectura de esta semana,
incluyendo: nombrar jueces, la obligacion de seguir la ley rabinica y las palabras de
los profetas, las obligaciones de un rey, el castigo por perjurio, las leyes de la guerra
y el procedimiento para tratar con los no resueltos. asesinatos.

Primera Aliyah Domingo 9/1/24. (Deuteronomio 16:18 - 17:13): Se nos ordena
nombrar jueces en cada ciudad de Israel. Estos jueces tienen instrucciones de
juzgar de manera justa. Se prescribe la pena capital para la idolatria y se prohiben
diversas practicas idolatras. Los sacrificios que ofrecemos a Dios deben estar libres
de imperfecciones. Debemos seguir las decisiones del Sanedrin (la corte suprema
rabinica) y de la Ley Oral. Negarse a aceptar la autoridad del Sanedrin es un delito
capital.

Sequnda Aliyah Lunes 9/2/24. (Deuteronomio 17:14 - 20): Moisés instruye a los
israelitas a coronar a un rey después de entrar en Israel. Un rey judio no puede
acumular una cantidad excesiva de caballos, esposas o riqueza personal. El rey
escribe para si mismo dos rollos de la Tora. Uno de ellos permanece con él en todo
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momento, un recordatorio constante de que debe permanecer humilde y seguir la ley
de Dios.

Tercera Aliyah Martes 9/3/24. (Deuteronomio _18:1 - 5): Los kohanim fueron
elegidos por Dios para ser Sus santos siervos. No reciben una herencia (porcion) en
la Tierra de Israel, porque "Dios es su herencia". En cambio, los kohanim son los
beneficiarios de varios obsequios sacerdotales, que incluyen porciones selectas de
carne de animales sacrificados para uso privado (no como sacrificios), asi como
diezmos de cosechas y lana.

Cuarta Aliyah Miércoles 9/4/24. (Deuteronomio 18:6 - 13): Aunque las familias
sacerdotales se dividieron en muchos turnos, cada uno sirviendo en el Templo en su
turno designado, un kohen siempre se reserva el derecho de ir al Templo y ofrecer
personalmente sus propios sacrificios. Esta seccion continua con las prohibiciones
contra la adivinacion, la adivinacion y practicas ocultas similares. En lugar de
indagar en el futuro, se nos ordena poner nuestra fe y confianza en Dios.

Quinta Aliyah Jueves 9/5/24. (Deuteronomio 18:14 — 19:13): Tampoco
necesitamos estas practicas abominables antes mencionadas, porque somos
bendecidos con profetas que transmiten los mensajes de Dios a Su pueblo. Se nos
ordena obedecer a estos profetas. Esta seccion prescribe los castigos por el
incumplimiento de las palabras de los profetas, asi como para un individuo que
afirma falsamente hablar en nombre de Dios. Esta alia luego reitera el mandato de
establecer ciudades de refugio para el asesino involuntario. Moisés ordena a los
judios que designen seis de esas ciudades y, cuando Dios expanda las fronteras de
la tierra (con la llegada del Mashiaj), agreguen otras tres ciudades de refugio.

Sexta Aliyah Viernes 9/6/24. (Deuteronomio 19:14 — 20:9): Se requiere un
minimo de dos testigos para asegurar una condena en un caso que involucra la
pena capital o el castigo corporal. Las personas que testifiquen falsamente pueden
recibir el castigo que pretendian imponer a su victima inocente. El procedimiento
para la batalla se describe en esta seccion. Al acercarse al campo de batalla, un
kohen se dirige a las tropas, advirtiéndoles que no teman al enemigo y enumerando
las diversas personas que estan exentas del deber militar, como uno que
recientemente se ha comprometido con una mujer o ha construido un nuevo hogar,
0 un pusilanime y persona temerosa.

Séptima Aliyah Sabado 9/7/24. (Deuteronomio 20:10 — 21:9): Antes de librar una
batalla contra un enemigo en la batalla, se nos ordena hacer una propuesta pacifica.
Sélo si el enemigo no acepta la oferta se produce la batalla. En las batallas contra
las naciones cananeas, si el enemigo no esta de acuerdo con la oferta de paz, a los
israelitas se les ordena aniquilarlos por completo. Tenemos prohibido talar arboles
frutales mientras asediamos una ciudad. La lectura se cierra con el procedimiento a
seguir en caso de homicidio sin resolver.

ASAMBLEA PROFETICA BEREA ASHEVILLE, NC 8



Bible Pathwgy

AdVentU reg

TORAH QUIZ

ShotTim

Read Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9. Match the question
with the answer on the right.

Questions Answers
___ What should judges not accept? 1. Witnesses
2. They will be stoned to death
___ What will happen to an Israelite who is found 3. Three cities

4. Tribe of Levi (Levites)
5.So the Israelites would not

worshipping other gods?

___ What four things should a king not acquire? learn their evil ways and
worship other gods
___ Which tribe of Israel shall have no inheritance? 6. Many horses, wives, and

excessive silver and gold

___What is an abomination to Yah in Deut 18:10-11?

7. A bribe
___How many cities did Yah say to set apart as cities of 8. Terms of peace

9. The Hittites, Amorites,
refuge? Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites

and the Jebusites

___"Onthe evidence of two or three __ shall a charge

10. A person who burns his son

be established.” or his daughter as an offering,
practices divination, tells
___What should the Israelites offer a city before they attack? ¢y tunes or interprets omens, a

___ Which people did Yah tell the Israelites to completely Ll PR ECI I Ui

or a necromancer, or one who
destroy? inquires of the dead

___Why did Yah tell the Israelites to destroy these people?

For more free Bible resources and Teacher Packs including coloring pages,
worksheets, quizzes and more visit our website at:
www.biblepathwayadventures.com
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Read Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9. Find and circle the words below.

ﬁ

- N
TEBTOLWYHLYNATHS JUDGE
UKNI BXEVI KV QWOSS REFUGE
BGI PRHDJOBSPI RC BRIBE
BKI HRPPWVEADTSR
REGWJOZBTTCGNETF PROPHET
| VZVVRPPDORTCESQ ARMY
BOSLEEPHGHI HSVJ WITNESS
ELHTMEUJCEHETYSXU
PVVSXUDFUTI DL DD LIVESTOCK
ELHI WGKARLCVYVJNG SILVER
DDXPSEPETUETZSKME HORSES
WJ WARFAREGBAWNXEFEW

J PRI ESTSYUTI WE I PRIESTS
UWTLSI|I LVERARMYF WARFARE
(LI VESTOCKFWFAEL SACRIFICE
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