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Exodus 18:1-20:26
Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:6-7
Matthew 5:8-20

Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, hears of the great miracles which God performed
for the people of Israel, and comes from Midian to
the Israelite camp, bringing with him Moses’ wife and “
two sons. Jethro advises Moses to appoint a hierarchy
of magistrates and judges to assist him in the task of
governing and administering justice to the people.

The children of Israel camp opposite Mount Sinai,
where they are told that God has chosen them to be
His “kingdom of priests” and “holy nation.” The people
respond by proclaiming, “All that God has spoken, we
shall do.”

On the sixth day of the third month (Sivan), seven weeks after the Exodus, the
entire nation of Israel assembles at the foot of Mount Sinai for the Giving of the
Torah . God descends on the mountain amidst thunder, lightning, billows of
smoke and the blast of the shofar, and summons Moses to ascend.

God proclaims the Ten Commandments, commanding the people of Israel

to believe in God , not to worship idols or take God 's name in vain, to keep
the Shabbat, honor their parents, not to murder, not to commit adultery, not
to steal, and not to bear false withess or covet another’s property. The people
cry out to Moses that the revelation is too intense for them to bear, begging him
to receive the Torah from God and convey it to them.

Moses' father-in-law, Jethro (Yitro), who lives in Midian, hears the news of all the
amazing miracles that God did for the Hebrew people, and he decides to go visit.
So he, together with his daughter, Moses' wife Tzipporah, and their two sons
Gershom and Eliezer leave Midian and head for the desert, where they meet
Moses.

Now, Jethro sees that Moses is incredibly busy, because anytime the Hebrews
have a problem, or they want to understand how to do a certain mitzvah, they
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come to Moses. And so, every day, from
morning until night, Moses sits and answers
questions. Jethro tells Moses that doing this is
too hard for him and will wear him out. Instead,
he suggests, Moses should appoint judges who .
will be in charge of smaller groups of people,
and then if those judges don't know the
answers, they will go to the higher judges in
charge of larger groups, and if those don't know,
they'll go to the higher-level judges, all the way
up, until it reaches Moses. This way, Moses will
only get the hardest questions, and he'll have
time for other things. Moses does as his father-
in-law suggests and appoints the judges. Then L."’W”w‘f )
Jethro leaves to return to Midian, and Moses T
sees him off.

Next, the Hebrews travel to a part of the desert called Sinai, where God tells
them that if they accept the Torah, they will be a chosen and special nation. The
Hebrews respond, "Everything that God has said, we will do!" So, they are told to
prepare for three days for a very awesome event that will take place on Mount
Sinai. Also, they receive instructions about the mountain. Because it is so holy,
no one is allowed to touch it, and they must be very careful to not even come too
close.
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On the third day, there is booming thunder and
flashes of lightning, and the Hebrews all go to
Mount Sinai. There, they see a thick cloud over
the mountain and hear a long, powerful blast of
a shofar. Then God comes down to the
mountain and proclaims the Ten
Commandments.

These Ten Commandments set the standard for
goodness in the world; here they are:

Belief in God.

Not to worship idols or other gods.

Not to swear falsely in the name of God.

Keep the Sabbath.

Honor your parents.

Do not Kill.

Be faithful to your spouse—do not engage in immoral behavior.
Do not steal.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
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9. Do not testify falsely against somebody else.
10. Do not be jealous of what your friend or neighbor has.

When God began to speak the commandments, it was too powerful and
overwhelming for the Hebrews to hear. So, they begged Moses to receive the
Torah from God and then tell it to them. Then, Moses went up to the mountain.

General Overview: In this week’s reading of Yitro, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro,
arrives at the Israelite encampment and advises them to set up a smoothly
functioning legal system. The Israelites experience the divine revelation at Mount
Sinai and hear the Ten Commandments.

First Alivah Sunday 1/28/24. (Exodus 18:1-12): Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
having heard about all the miracles that God wrought for the Israelites, came
from his native Midian to the Israelite desert encampment—Dbringing along
Moses’ wife and two sons. Moses warmly greeted his father-in-law, and
recounted to him all that God had done to the Egyptians. Jethro thanked God for
all the miracles, and offered thanksgiving sacrifices.

Second Aliyah Monday 1/29/24. (Exodus 18:13-23): Jethro observed Moses
adjudicating all the disputes that arose among the Israelites. Jethro suggested to
Moses that such a system, one that placed such a great burden on Moses’
shoulders, would eventually wear him down. Instead, he advised Moses to
appoint a hierarchy of wise and righteous judges, and to delegate his
responsibilities—with Moses presiding only over the most difficult cases. This
would also free up Moses’ time to teach the Israelites the teachings of

the Torah that he hears from God .

Third Aliyah Tuesday 1/30/24. (Exodus 18:24-27): Moses accepted his father-
in-law’s suggestion, and set up a hierarchical judicial system. Jethro then
returned to his native land.

Fourth Aliyah Wednesday 1/31/24. (Exodus 19:1-6): Six weeks after leaving
Egypt, the Israelites arrived in the Sinai Desert and encamped at the foot of
Mount Sinai. Moses ascended the mountain, where God gave him a message to
transmit to the people. Included in this message was God ’s designation of the
Israelites as His “treasure out of all peoples” and a “kingdom of princes and a
holy nation.”

Fifth Aliyah Thursday 2/1/24. (Exodus 19:7-19): Moses conveyed to the
people God ’s words, and the people in turn accepted upon themselves to do all
that God commands of them. God then instructed Moses to have the Israelites
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prepare themselves, because in three days’ time He would reveal Himself atop
the mountain to the entire nation. The Israelites were commanded to sanctify
themselves, and were warned not to approach the mountain until after the divine
revelation. On the morning of the third day, thunder, lightning, a thick cloud and
the piercing sound of a shofar emanated from the mountaintop. Mt. Sinai was
smoking and trembling, while the sound of the shofar grew steadily louder.
Moses escorted the shuddering and frightened nation to the mountain, and
settled them at its base.

Sixth Aliyah Friday 2/2/24. (Exodus 19:20-20:14): God descended upon the
mountain, and summoned Moses to its summit. God instructed Moses to again
warn the Israelites about the tragic end that awaited anyone who approaches the
mountain itself. Only Moses and his brother Aaron were allowed on the mountain
during this time. God then spoke the Ten Commandments to the Israelite nation.
They are: 1) Belief in God . 2) Not to worship idols. 3) Not to take God 's name in
vain. 4) To keep the Shabbat. 5) To honor parents. 6) Not to murder. 7) Not to
commit adultery. 8) Not to steal. 9) Not to bear false witness. 10) Not to covet
another’s property.

Seventh Aliyah Saturday 2/3/24. (Exodus 20:15-23): The Israelites were left
traumatized by the overwhelming revelation, the awesome “light and sound”
show. They turned to Moses and asked that from then on he should serve as an
intermediary between them and God : Moses should hear God ’'s word and
transmit it to the people. Moses agreed. The reading concludes with a prohibition
against creating idolatrous graven images—considering that no image was seen
when God revealed Himself on Mount Sinai—and the commandment to erect a
sacrificial altar. The altar stones should not be hewn with iron implements, nor
should there be steps leading to the top of the altar.
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Exodo 13:17-17:16
Isaias 6:1-7:6; 9:6-7
Mateo 5:8-20

El suegro de Moisés, Jetro, se entera de los grandes
milagros que Dios realiz6 para el pueblo de Israel, y
viene de Madian al campamento israelita, trayendo
consigo a la esposa de Moisés y sus dos hijos. Jetro
aconseja a Moisés que designe una jerarquia de
magistrados y jueces para ayudarlo en la tarea de
gobernar y administrar justicia al pueblo.

Los hijos de Israel acampan frente al monte Sinai,
donde se les dice que Dios los ha elegido para ser
Su "reino de sacerdotes" y "nacion santa". La gente responde proclamando:
"Todo lo que Dios ha dicho, lo haremos".

El sexto dia del tercer mes (Sivan), siete semanas después del Exodo, toda la
nacion de Israel se reune al pie del monte Sinai para la entreqa de la Tora.
Dios desciende a la montafia en medio de truenos, relampagos, nubes de
humo y el sonido del shofar, y convoca a Moisés para que ascienda.

Dios proclama los Diez Mandamientos, ordenando al pueblo de Israel que crea
en Dios , no adorar idolos o tomar el hombre de Dios en vano, quardar el
Shabat, honrar a sus padres, no asesinar, no cometer adulterio, no robar, no
dar falso testimonio ni codiciar la propiedad ajena. La gente clama a Moisés
que la revelacion es demasiado intensa para que la soporten, rogandole que
reciba la Tora de Dios y se la transmita.

El suegro de Moisés, Jetro (Yitro), que vive en Madian, escucha la noticia de
todos los milagros asombrosos que Dios hizo por el pueblo judio, y decide ir a
visitarlo. Asi que él, junto con su hija, la esposa de Moisés, Tzipporah, y sus dos
hijos, Gersén y Eliezer, salen de Madian y se dirigen al desierto, donde se
encuentran con Moisés.
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Ahora, Jetro ve que Moisés esta increiblemente ocupado, porque cada vez que
los Hebreos tienen un problema, o quieren
entender como hacer cierta mitzva, acuden a
Moisés. Y asi, todos los dias, desde la mafiana
hasta la noche, Moisés se sienta y responde
preguntas. Jetro le dice a Moisés que hacer esto
es demasiado dificil para él y lo agotara. En
cambio, sugiere, Moisés deberia nombrar jueces
que estaran a cargo de grupos mas pequefios de I UDGE
personas, y luego, si esos jueces no saben las /
respuestas, iran a los jueces superiores a cargo  *
de grupos mas grandes, y Si €s0s jueces no
saben las respuestas. No sé€, iran a los jueces de
nivel superior, hasta que llegue a Moisés. De
esita manera, M0|se§ s_olo recibira las preguntas . EEERES -«
mas dificiles y tendra tiempo para otras cosas. —
Moisés hace lo que sugiere su suegro y nombra

a los jueces. Entonces Jetro se va para regresar a Madian, y Moisés lo despide.

Luego, los Hebreos viajan a una parte del desierto llamada Sinai, donde Dios
les dice que si aceptan la Tora, seran una nacion elegida y especial. Los
Hebreos responden: "jTodo lo que Dios ha dicho, lo haremos!" Asi que se les
dice que se preparen durante tres dias para un evento increible que tendra lugar
en el monte Sinai. Ademas, reciben instrucciones sobre la montafa. Debido a
gue es tan sagrado, nadie puede tocarlo, y deben tener mucho cuidado de no
acercarse demasiado.

En el tercer dia, hay truenos y relampagos, y
todos los Hebreos van al monte Sinai. Alli, ven
una nube espesa sobre la montafia y escuchan
un toque largo y poderoso de un shofar.
Entonces Dios baja a la montaia y proclama
los Diez Mandamientos.

Estos Diez Mandamientos establecen el
estandar de bondad en el mundo; aqui estan:

Creencia en Dios.

No adorar idolos u otros dioses.

No jurar en falso en nombre de Dios.
Guardar el shabat.

Honra a tus padres.

a0~
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6. No mates.

7. Sea fiel a su conyuge, no se involucre en comportamientos inmorales.
8. No robes.

9. No testifique falsamente contra otra persona.

10. No tengas celos de lo que tiene tu amigo o vecino.

Cuando Dios comenzo a hablar los mandamientos, fue demasiado poderoso y
abrumador para que los Hebreos lo escucharan. Entonces le rogaron a Moisés
que recibiera la Tora de Dios y luego se la dijera. Luego, Moisés subid a la
montana..

Descripcidon General: En la lectura de esta semana de Yitrd, el suegro de
Moisés, Jetro, llega al campamento israelita y les aconseja que establezcan un
sistema legal que funcione sin problemas. Los israelitas experimentan la
revelacion divina en el monte Sinai y escuchan los Diez Mandamientos.

Primera Aliyah Domingo 1/28/24 (Exodo 18:1-12): Jetro, el suegro de Moiseés,
habiendo escuchado acerca de todos los milagros que Dios obré para los
israelitas, vino de su Madian natal al campamento israelita en el desierto,
trayendo consigo a la esposa de Moisés y a sus dos hijos. Moisés saludo
calurosamente a su suegro y le conto todo lo que Dios habia hecho a los
egipcios. Jethro agradecié a Dios por todos los milagros y ofrecid sacrificios de
accion de gracias.

Sequnda Aliyah Lunes 1/29/24 (Exodo 18:13-23): Jetro observd a Moisés
adjudicando todas las disputas que surgieron entre los israelitas. Jetro le sugirid
a Moisés que tal sistema, uno que colocaba una carga tan grande sobre los
hombros de Moisés, eventualmente lo desgastaria. En cambio, le aconsejé a
Moisés que nombrara una jerarquia de jueces sabios y justos, y que delegara
sus responsabilidades, con Moisés presidiendo solo los casos mas dificiles. Esto
también liberaria el tiempo de Moisés para ensefiar a los israelitas las
ensefanzas de la Tora que escucha de Dios .

Tercera Aliyah Martes 1/30/24 (Exodo 18:24 - 27): Moisés acepto la
sugerencia de su suegro y establecio un sistema judicial jerarquico. Jethro luego
regreso a su tierra natal.

Cuarta Aliyah Miércoles 1/31/24 (Exodo 19:1-6): Seis semanas después de

salir de Eqipto, los israelitas llegaron al desierto de Sinai y acamparon al pie del
monte Sinai. Moisés ascendi6 a la montafia, donde Dios le dio un mensaje para
transmitir a la gente. Incluido en este mensaje estaba la designacion de Dios de
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los israelitas como Su "tesoro entre todos los pueblos" y un "reino de principes y
una nacion santa".

Quinta Aliyah Jueves 2/1/24 (Exodo 19:7- 19): Moisés transmitio al pueblo las
palabras de Dios , y el pueblo a su vez aceptd sobre si mismo hacer todo lo que
Dios les manda. Dios luego instruyé a Moisés que hiciera que los israelitas se
prepararan, porque en tres dias se revelaria a si mismo en la cima de la
montana a toda la nacion. A los israelitas se les ordend santificarse y se les
advirtio que no se acercaran a la montafa hasta después de la revelacién divina.
En la mafana del tercer dia, truenos, relampagos, una nube espesa y el sonido
penetrante de un shofar emanaron de la cima de la montafia. monte Sinai
humeaba y temblaba, mientras el sonido del shofar se hacia cada vez mas
fuerte. Moisés escolto a la nacion temblorosa y asustada hasta la montafa y la
instalé en su base.

Sexta Aliyah Viernes 2/2/24 (Exodo 19:20 — 20:14): Dios descendio sobre la
montafia y llamoé a Moisés a su cumbre. Dios le ordend a Moisés que
nuevamente advirtiera a los israelitas sobre el tragico final que esperaba a
cualquiera que se acercara a la montafia. Solo a Moisés y su hermano Aaron se
les permitio subir a la montafa durante este tiempo. Dios entonces hablo los
Diez Mandamientos a la nacién israelita. Ellos son: 1) Creencia en Dios . 2) No
adorar idolos. 3) No tomar el nombre de Dios en vano. 4) Guardar el Shabat. 5)
Honrar a los padres. 6) No asesinar. 7) No cometer adulterio. 8) No robar. 9) No
dar falso testimonio. 10) No codiciar la propiedad ajena.

Séptima Aliyah Sabado 2/3/24 (Exodo 20:15 - 23): Los israelitas quedaron
traumatizados por la abrumadora revelacion, el asombroso espectaculo de “luz y
sonido”. Se volvieron hacia Moisés y le pidieron que a partir de ese momento él
sirviera como intermediario entre ellos y Dios : Moisés deberia escuchar la
palabra de Dios y transmitirla al pueblo. Moisés estuvo de acuerdo. La lectura
concluye con la prohibicion de crear imagenes esculpidas iddlatras,
considerando que no se vio ninguna imagen cuando Dios se revel6 en el monte
Sinai, y el mandamiento de erigir un altar de sacrificio. Las piedras del altar no
deben ser talladas con utensilios de hierro, ni debe haber escalones que
conduzcan a la parte superior del altar.
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Questions

____What relation was

BiblePathwyy

Adventureg

TORAH QUIZ

YITRO

Read Exodus 18:1-20:26. Match the question

with the answer on the right.

Jethro to Moses?

___Who were Moses’ two sons?

____What did Moses do after he listened to Jethro’s advice?

____In what month did the Israelites arrive at Mount Sinai?

____How did the Israel

in Exodus 19:10?

ites prepare to meet Yahweh

___How did Yahweh answer Moses in Exodus 19:19?

____On which mounta
Ten Commandments?

___ Which day should

___ What will happen if you honor your mother and father?

____What type of altar did Yahweh tell the people to build?

in were the Israelites given the

is holy and set-apart for Yahweh?

Answers

1. Chose responsible Israelite
men and made them leaders
over the people (over
thousands, hundreds, fifties
and tens)

2. An altar of earth to sacrifice
burnt offerings and peace
offerings

3. Jethro was Moses’
father-in-law

4. He thundered His reply to
Moses

5. Mount Sinai

6. Your days will be long in the
land

7.1In the third month

8. The Sabbath

9. Yahweh came down Mount
Sinai

10. Gershom and Eliezer

For more free Bible resources and Teacher Packs including coloring pages,
worksheets, quizzes and more visit our website at:
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Read Exodus 18:1-20:26. Find and circle the words below.

i

- ~
PLXTHUNDETRTLWKOT JUDGE
ELENOQYTLI HJC CETPTFE MOSES
OLFADETLJUDGESTFN MOUNT SINAI
PVI GDANY ZHJDYESC
LTQGETEOAI BELTRTR RO LIGHTENING
ECVFHZRQCATUXI M TEN COMMANDMENTS
OTJRJTASMTHQQNM LEADERSHIP
FGSVUVEWHDRRYG GA

| WMHJ USNBI OKXS N PEOPLE OF ISRAEL
S1 EZOBLVYI! VP OGMD OFFERINGS
RQl AJFEPMNEKEYOM JETHRO
AMNTOUJAHHUGWGS E
EVMLNNMRMWWZGBTE N LAND OF MIDIAN
LVMOUNTSI NAI MS T THUNDER
LANDOFMI DI ANY WS SHOFAR
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